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US-led Military Base 
Attacked in Southeast 


War on foreigners poses a 
dilemma for international groups 


"How can I hand over my 
weapons when my enemy 
is in power?" 

Commander Ahmad 


Eriuki (Intention) 


Thursday 23 rd June, 2004 
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Islamabad, Pakistan - with 400.000 Afghan 
- The bloody attacks refugees in Pakistan's 
against foreigners by southwestern 
opponents of U S Balochistan province 
reconstruction efforts in evacuated their 

Afghanistan are forcing personnel after 

many international aid receiving threats of 
groups there and in suicide attacks The 
Pakistan to scale back Islamabad government 
activities and reassess has been criticized by 
their role in South Asia. U S and Afghan 

"Of course it's a officials for failing to 
worrying situation," stop border crossings 
said a U N. employee by Taliban and al 
who has worked in Qaeda forces fighting 
both Pakistan and U S and Afghan 

Afghanistan and asked troops 

not to be named. "We Most recently 

are left trying to Pakistani officials 
balance the needs of cautioned aid groups 
people who remain in that a militant 

dire straits against the. disguised as a refugee 
risk our presence might attack aid 
poses to them and us workers or their offices 
There are no easy The warning came 
decisions " weeks after authorities 

In recent months, cautioned U S and 
Taliban and al Qaeda British aid 

spokesmen have called organizations that they 
repeatedly for holy war face credible threats 
against foreigners in Many Pakistan 

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia observers fear that the 
and Iraq and against deteriorating security 
foreigners and locals situation in, the region 
who cooperate with the and the inability to 
US.-backed provide relief to 

government of impoverished 

President Hamid populations are a 

Karzai. recipe for disaster "It 

"These recent deaths emboldens them 

occurred because (militants) to launch 
those people were even bigger attacks in 
working for the new areas," said 
Americans under the Islamabad defense 
cover of humanitarian analyst Mohammad 
work," Haji Latif Bokhari. 

Hakimi, who says he Some political analysts 
i represents the ousted say Islamic militants 
Taliban regime, are expanding their 

recently, told reporters operations from the 
in the city of Herat, insurgency-plagued 
"The struggle against south and east. They 
the Americans and link the recent violence 
their puppet allies will to anger over the U.S.- 
continue here and led occupation of Iraq 
I elsewhere. We will kill and the upcoming 
more foreign aid Afghan elections - the 

workers." nation's firs - ; in two 

While many of the decades. The 

I targets of such attacks elections, originally 


say: The time is now'." "That very determination places an 

He called on NATO members at a obligation on many other actors inside 
summit in Istanbul on June 28 and 29 to Afghanistan and outside Afghanistan," he 
make a final decision to send more said. 

troops. Arnault stressed that for the process to 

NATO has said it will expand its force of be considered free and fair, there was a 
about 6,400 peacekeepers now confined minimum acceptable security 
mainly to Kabul, but member states have environment and level of progress on 
been reluctant to provide more troops, disarmament. 

particularly to southern areas where He said a target of disarming, 
militants are most active. demobilizing and reintegrating 40 percent 

Arnault said a decision would have to be of factional militiamen by the end of June 
taken by the end of this month as to -- something considered essential to 
whether polls, already postponed from ensure free and fair polls -- was far from 
June, could be held as scheduled being met. 

President Hamid Karzai says he is A U N. spokesman said the policeman 
committed to the election timetable killed in the southern province of 
Analysts say his main backer, President Kandahar was a member of a detail 
Bush, wants a September poll so he has providing security for voter registration, 
a foreign policy success to balance Arnault said attacks on election workers 
against Iraq ahead of his own re-election emphasized the need for the 
bid in November. international community to do more to 

The U S. military, leading 20,000 foreign protect the process, 
troops pursuing Taliban and al Qaeda "Again, so close to Kabul and so close to 
guerrillas, said more attacks were likely the security umbrella provided by the 
ahead of the polls, but rejected international community," he said of the 
suggestions that security was RPG attacks in Logar province "We are 
deteriorating, citing the registration of now facing attacks - direct attacks - with 
more than four million voters. fairly heavy weapons " 

"Allegations that the security situation is More than 800 people, including dozens 
becoming more volatile fly in the face of of foreign and local humanitarian 
the successes we are seeing in voter workers, have died In militant-related 
registration." said spokesman violence since last August the bloodiest 

Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker Mansager. period since U S-led forces overthrew 
Arnault said that for the elections to be the Taliban in late 2001. 
held, international donors would first The Government responded to the 
have to release tens of millions of dollars escalation in violence by saying it was 
of poll funds they have pledged but not sending troops to reassert its authority in 
yet delivered. the capital of the central province of Ghor 

He said Afghans had demonstrated their overrun last week by forces of a 
enthusiasm for the poll by registering at a renegade commander resisting 
rate of more than 100,000 a day to vote disarmament efforts 


KABUL (Reuters) - 

The United Nations urged NATO to send 
more troops to Afghanistan to bolster 
security ahead of elections in September 
following two attacks against U N. electoral 
authorities on Monday 

A policeman and an Afghan U N. worker 
were killed when gunmen attacked a 
U N electoral vehicle in the south of the 
country hours after a U N election office 
was hit by rocket-propelled grenades 
south of Kabul 

U N Special Representative Jean 
Arnault told a news briefing that more 
NATO troops would be needed by the 
end of July along with a surge in 
disarmament of factional militias if 
security was to be sufficient for elections 
He said attacks in recent weeks on 
foreign aid and reconstruction workers 
and U N offices showed the security 


situation was becoming more volatile and 
more troops would be needed once 
nomination of candidates and 
campaigning started 

Taliban and allied Islamic militants have 
vowed to disrupt what are billed as the 
country's first free polls 
"All the requirements prod us to turn 
again to the international community and 


fled Chaghcharan last He said he would 
week. But he has now welcome the national 
returned to the city and army battalion as long as 
has offered to work with it disarmed Commander 
Mr. Khan. Khan and his allies. 

At the same time, a Another official ousted 
battalion of the National in the fighting, the police 
Army is due to be chief Mohammed 

deployed in the town Zaman. said Mr Khan 
later on Tuesday or and his allies were 
Wednesday former Talcban members 

But the forces who were who should be flushed 
ousted from out 

But Mr Khan's 

spokesman described last 
week's fighting as a 
"popular uprising" 

against local leaders who 
he said had persecuted 

the people. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
Khan would happily 

work with Mr. Ibrahim 
and the central 

go\ eminent, which has 
just sent a minister to 
and calm 


A ■ militia 

commander 
whose forces 
overran a 

provincial capital 
last week says 
that he is 

prepared to 

disarm and work 
with the 

government. 

But Abdul Salaam Khan 
said he would only do so 


A US-led military the US-led coalition 
base in southeastern was unable to 
Afghanistan came comment on the 
under rocket attack, incident, 
prompting American Over two and hall 
helicopters to fly years after the ouster 
over the city which of the harsh Taliban 
lies close to the regime, remnants of 
Pakistan border, an the militia regularly 
official said carry out attacks on 

Coalition helicopters foreign and pro- 
tlew "in an air government troops, 
patrol" in the area Khost, some 150 
after militants fired kilometers (90 miles) 
about eight rockets southeast of Kabul, 
over Khost airfield, borders Pakistan's 
used as a firebase by restive tribal areas 
hundreds of US-led As President Hamid 
troops, Khost's Karzai's Government 

military commander prepares to hold 
Khial Baz Khan told elections, scheduled 
\FP for September. 

I wo of the eight suspected Taliban 
rockets hit the militants ha\e 

airfield but caused increased their 

no casualties," he attacks in the 
said "The rockets country's south and 
were fired from southeast 
I awda China Dozens of people, 

district," some eight including seven US 
kilometers south of soldiers and marines, 
Khost city, he added have died in attacks 


including Friday's scheduled for June, 
beheading of American were delayed until 
Paul Johnson in Saudi September due to the 
Arabia -- are working violence 
for private companies, "From the militants 
assaults . on point of view, it's a 

humanitarian aid good strategy," Bokhari 

workers have stepped said "Both in 
up dramatically. Afghanistan and Iraq. 

More than 700 people, the Americans 

most of them aid promised a better life to 
workers and civilians, the people. What better 
have been killed in way to effectively erode 
Afghanistan since any popular support for 
August, forcing aid changes than by 
organizations to limit or disrupting (aid) 

halt operations, organizations' abilities 

Currently, about half of to address people's 
Afghanistan's national basic needs?" 
territory ,is off- limits to As a result, aid 
foreign employees of organizations and 
international Afghan officials 

organizations. repeatedly have called 

On June 3, Doctors on the United States 
Without Borders, the and its allies to provide 
Nobel Prize-winning more security, a plea 
relief agency, Washington has 

suspended its long- continually rebuffed 
established operations "The bottom line is if 
in Afghanistan after five we want a more stable 
staff members were functioning region 
killed securify has to be 

Last week, international priority No 1." said the 
organizations working U N worker 


Ammumim 




□ Kabul 


PAKISTAN 


Ghor to try 
things down 


if the rival commanders 
he ousted also disarmed. 
Hundreds of Mr. Khan's 
troops attacked 

Chaghcharan. capital of 
central Ghor province 
last Thursday. 

His offer to disarm 
coincides with a v isit by 
a government minister to 
Ghor ahead of the arriv al 
of Afghan troops. 

The BBC's Charles 
Haviland in Kabul says 
that calm appears to have 
returned to Ghor after 
heavy fighting last 
Thursdav 

The governor. 

Mohammed Ibrahim. 


Chaghcharan last week Our correspondent says 
are threatening a counter that disputes between 
attack militia leaders. 

Their commander, sometimes called 

Ahmad, is reported to warlords, continue to 
have threatened "rivers cause trouble for 

of blood" unless Mr President Karzai as he 
Khan and Mr. Ibrahim struggles tc ensure 
arc remov ed. security for national 

Otherwise, he told the elections due this 

BBC "We will attack September, 
with every means 
possible" 
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don't know the culture too in our lusl ° • • nc b - • 
well." he admits. Now he has hl 8 h ho P es 

"But I'm adapting. I bring for the future and wants 
these awesome drinks to learn German and 
here from Vegas and computing, 
people lose them." Mohammed Nader Farhad 

Harned Sangarv presents says the returns are very 
a contrast The 24-year- good news - a sign of 
old. his parents and his Afghans' love for their 
eight brothers and sisters country, 
have been refugees twice The UNHCR has given 
r many returnees cash or 

Thev fled to Pakistan to food allowances. and 

escape the Soviet- helped build houses and 

supported regime of the' wells around the country. 

1980 S Many returnees do face 

They returned under the problems. Housing is one. 
Mujahideen in the 1990s. with property prices 
onlv to flee from the having _spiraled in the 
Talcbanin 1996. capital, unemployment is 

"Life in Peshawar was a another, 
little good but not very Particularly in the south 
good." says Hamed. who mid east. where a 
worked with stonemasons Talcban-al Qaeda 

and then studied there. insurgency is growing. 
"Coming back was very returnees, like others, 
good. We were given face grave insecurity 
moncv " In these parts, says Paul 

"Things had changed a lot O'Brien of the NGO Care 
- there were girls at International, the mass 
school and ladies working return of people was an 
with NCOs." inspiring sign of hope, 

in nura’dV view the Hni he warns that many 


Pakistan to Invest US$1 BLN 
in Afghan Textile City Project 


Afghan refugees are looking forward to a brighter future 

With 646,000 refugees 
having returned home 
last year. Afghanistan is 
top of the league for 
returnees, according to 
a new UN report. 

For a country still 
struggling to establish 
security after nearly a 
quarter-century of war. 
this offers a ray of hope. 

Those flocking back are 
not just officially 
registered refugees. 

Alongside them 


2002 . 

Take a walk under the 
pine trees, past some of 
the pockmarked buildings 
in dusty downtown Kabul, 
and you will sec the 
impact of those who have 
decided to rebuild their 
lives in their homeland, 
are Alongside the myriad 
people who have lived all carpet shops and kebab 
or most of their lives joints, there are the signs 
outside the country and of an economic boom - 
just find the new new restaurants. 

Afghanistan a more construction companies 
pnnopni!ii snriptv than it and hotels. even 


have not seen returns oiv 
the investment they hyvd 
made by coming back 
"If their needs aren't met 
soon by better funding., 
and there isn't a peace, 
dividend soon. tilings, 
could get unstable." he. 
| says 

| There are still va»i- 
| numbers of Afghani 
refugees - 2.3 million in 
Pakistan and Iran alone 
Nevertheless, the numbers 
choosing to come home or 
at last feeling it is safe to 
do so are transforming the 
„ face of this country. 


report, except for the 
northeast and the eastern- 
central regions of the 
country, the situation had 
deteriorated over the past 
year. The country is 
suffering from a lack ol 
rain, dry spells, extreme 
heat and winds, along 
with severe frost 
conditions. The areas 
to desertification 
were affected by drought 
and very low nighttime 
—- t i ie report 
added. Years of drought 
and decades of war had 
eradicated many forests in 
the Afghanistan, leaving .just 
Dr Prem three percent of the 
country forested today, 
the FAO official said 
And while the Ministry of 
Irrigation had just signed 
an agreement with the 
World Bank and FAO to 
Desertification help rehabilitate over a 
thousand broken irrigation 
systems over the next 
tiircc years. Sluirma. who 
described this as a quick 
and serious effort, noted 
much more would be 
needed. 

Thousands of farmers w ere 
in need of assistance, as 
well as much of the 
country's irrigation 

infrastructure rehabilitated, 
he said. According to the 
Development Gateway, an 
independent nonprofit 
organization, reporting on 


chance and it's a good thing". big stadium be allowed to see 
"It's like a gold medal for us to her body?" he said, 
participate as Afghan women Zia Dashti. the Olympic 
after a long, long time." she Committee's vice president, has 
a ddcd. ~ said that the woman competing 

Rczihi. who lived in the on the track will be required to 
Palestinian territories between wear tracksuits and not show 
1995 and 2000. only returned to their legs. 

Afghanistan after the country's Muqimyar said she would "wear 
hard-line Taleban rulers fell whatever they tell me to wear 


serious issue lor rural 
communities. where 
upwards of 80 percent of 
the country's 28 million 
population lives. 

prone 

"The database available 
on various natural 
resources in Afghanistan temperatures, 
is verv limited, but 
Afghanistan is a desert 
area so desertification is a 
serious issue in 
country 

Sharrna. a senior project 
operations officer for the 
UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO). told 
1RIN in Kabul. 

Marking the World Day to 
Combat 

and Drought one week 
earlier, the FAO noted 
that many parts of the 
rticularly in 


the Palestinian territories for five years 


I'm not scared of anything at 
the moment 

Robina Muqimyar 


Two athletes set to 
become the first 
women ever to 
represent Afghanistan 
at the Olympic Games first time 1 
have told the BBC 
about their hopes for 
the competition. 

Robina Muqimyar. who will run 
in the 100 metres, and Friba 
D^Uii „,tin will mm net e in the country 


Muqimvar told BBC World enough to go out. Muqimyar 
Service's Every woman said. 

program "The moment the Taleban went 

"I'm really happy that for the out of Afghanistan we started 
will be m these again... before this we couldn't 
games and I can raise the do it. 

Afghan flag worldwide." "In the Taleban's time, we 

Rczihi said she was thankful to couldn't even dream about it 
the Greek government for giving Now the time is our dream has 
the pair permission to train in started " 

Abdul Matin Mutasem Bilal, a 
It's a big opportunity for us and mullah at Kabul’s Abu Bakar 
iur people and we will take Sidiq Mosque, has argued that 
idvantage of this opportunity ." they cannot attend because the 
ihe added strict Islamic dress code requires 

1 want to be a role model for that all but a womans hands, 
nv country." feet and face be covered, 

she added that she was not "When I tell you that her 
riming to get a medal - which neighbor shouldn't see all her 
xould be highly unlikely - but to face, how should thousands of 
'show people that it's a good foreigners. non-Muslims, in a 


country - pa 
the northwest, west and 
the southwest belt 
regions, as well as a part 
of the central and eastern 
regions - faced 

desertification due to a 
continued lack of water. 
Mitigating that reality 

presents a serious 

challenge to experts. 
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